William Howard Taft High School
AVID Elective 9th Grade
Ms. Ryder, MA, ATC.
Course Description:
AVID is an elective course that is designed to help those students enrolled achieve their goal of four year college admission.  The freshman year of AVID is specifically designed to help our 9th grade students stay organized, take good Cornell notes, and maintain good grades in all classes.   Also AVID freshman will learn about the courses necessary to gain admittance to a four year college or university.
Assignments:
Late work is not accepted.  Work will be provided to students, with an excused absence, WHO ASK the teacher for the work that they missed.  Students must turn in “makeup” work within 1 week (7 days) of the absence.  Please notify the teacher PRIOR to an extended absence.

Cheating, dishonesty and/or plagiarism are serious matters.  Incidents that occur will be handled according to the Taft High School Academic Honesty Policy.

Grading Scale:

Binder/Notebook
  





20%

All AVID students are required to have a 2"-3" 3 ring binder to be graded periodically in class.  AVID students need to have all class notes, work, handouts, etc, from all classes, in the appropriate location within the notebook.  In addition, each student must maintain an interactive AVID notebook.

Agenda






           
20%
In addition, each student needs to maintain their THS agendas, with a DAILY record of homework for EVERY class.  



Curriculum






  
20%

Participation
 






20%

All AVID freshmen are required to take the PSAT in the fall.  This is a practice SAT that gives our younger students an opportunity to see what college admission testing is like.  This will cost approximately $15. Students are also required to turn in WEEKLY progress reports, signed by EACH teacher and the parent/guardian.

Tutorials and TRF’s






20%

The letter grade is based upon the total points accumulated.  The letter grade is assigned as follows:  A (100-90%) B (89-80%) C (79-70%) D (69-60%) F (59-0%). 

Communication:  

You can visit taftryder.weebly.com for class agenda, assignments, due dates and other important information.  If you have any questions regarding this course and/or your son/daughter’s progress, you can email me at lmr7431@lausd.net or leave me a message at (818) 227-3600 ext. 4003 and I will return your call. 

Guest Speakers: The list below indicates the various speakers that I anticipate having in class.  Prior notification will be sent if we have additional speakers.

· Teenline (teen crisis hot-line)

· Santa Monica Rape Treatment Center (rape, harassment, domestic violence)

· TREVOR Project (Suicide and LGBTQ issues)

· Jim Rockwell (Drinking and Driving)

· Various Representatives From: Colleges and Universities and the Military

· Various Professionals from the community

PLEASE CUT ON THE LINE AND RETURN THE SLIP (ONLY)

I have read and understand the requirements for Ms. Ryder’s AVID course including:

1. The list of Guest Speakers
_______
______________________
______

        _______________________

Date

Student’s Name (Print)
            
Period #
 
         Parent’s Signature

_______________________________________________

Parent Email Address







